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The  inventories  for  the  calendar  years  1950  and  1951  have  been 
coinbined  in  one  report  to  take  up  a  lag  of  one  year  in  the  time  of 
publication  and  clear  the  vay  for  up-to-date  releases  in  the  future. 
Because  animal  populations  are  characterized  by  change,  persons  seek- 
ing information  about  big-game  are  seldom  satisfied  with  figures  2 
or  3  years  old.  Chiefly,  they  vant  to  know  the  relative  abundance 
of  big -game  in  various  states,  vhat  happened  during  the  past  hunting 
season  and  -vAiat  changes,  if  any,  have  occurred  among  critically  scarce 
species. 

In  the  recent  past,  disruptions  were  brought  on  by  World  War  II 
and  by  changes  in  methods  of  gathering  data.  But  with  the  helpful 
suggestions  of  Fish  euid  Wildlife  Service  personnel  and  the  friendly 
cooperation  of  state  game  officials  -vdio  furnish  the  basic  information, 
these  difficulties  have  been  overcome.  September  has  been  chosen  as 
the  time  for  publication,  a  time  that  will  allow  ample  opportunity 
for  the  collection  and  compilation  of  data  of  the  previous  calendar 
year  and  yet  put  the  inventory  in  the  hands  of  hunters  about  the  time 
they  receive  new  hunting  regulations  in  their  respective  states . 
Release  at  the  proper  time  should  greatly  enhance  the  value  aL.d  use- 
fulness of  the  published  information  and  possibly  settle  many  a  hunting 
camp  argument  before  feelings  are  hxirt  or  friendships  broken. 

An  innovation — inclusion  of  the  wild  turkey— occurs  in  this  inventory. 
Justification  for  such  action  is  twofold.  First,  many  state  game  officials 
have  asked  that  these  figures  be  included.  Second,  although  Webster's 
International  Dictionary  (Unabridged)  defines  big  ga^ie  as  "The  larger  quadrupeds 
hunted  as  game, "  it  also  includes  a  broader  definition,  "Ai^  important  object  of 
quest,  especially  one  involving  risk."  The  risk  in  turkey  hunting  may  be 
questionable,  but  there  is  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  a  turkey  hunter  that  his 
quest  of  the  big,  wary  bird  is  an  important  one.  Twenty- four  states  report 
the  presence  of  wild  turkeys  and  in  at  least  Ip  they  may  be  legally  hunted. 

Inclusion  of  the  wild  turkey  increases  the  big-ga-ne  total  by  350,000 
but  even  without  this  new  addition  totals  are  higher,  VMhether  this  means 
better  census  methods  are  being  used,  a  steady  growth  in  big-game  popula- 
tions countrywide,  or  a  temporary  upswing  in  a  cycle  only  time  will  deter- 
mine. 
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ANNUAL    INVENTORY    AND    KILL    OF    BIG-GAME    ANIMALS    BY    STATES.      1950 
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EXPLANATION  OF  TABLE: 

The  figures  in  the  body  of  the  table  are  those  submitted  by  the 
various  states:  only  the  totals  toi  states  and  species  shown  under 
the  heading  "Estimated  Big-Game  Totals"  have  been  changed,  a 
change  that  consists  of  rounding  off  the  totals  to  the  next  higher 
hundreds  or  thousands  as  statistically  appropriate.  The  amounts 
thus  added  arc  far  less  than  the  number  of  animals  lost  through 
natural  mortality;  hence,  the  totals  approximate  minimum  pre- 
hunting  season   populations.     And  in  order   to  make  the  grand  total 

which  omitted  inventory  figures. 

This  year  no  bison  kill  has  been  shown  because  reports  were 
too  incomplete  for  proper  representation  of  the  situation;  however, 
numbers  are  being  Tnaintatned  and  althoughblson  arc  not  now  hunted 
as  licensed  big -game  probably  about  a  thousand  are  killed  each  year. 
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ANNUAL    INYENTORY    AND    KILL    OF    BIG-GAME 


BY  STATES,      195 
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<310 
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10,330SIL 
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46.557  L        625, 000  K 
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21.283          475,000  K 

280  L         4,000  P 
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- 

»c.             '30  p. 

NOS            5.200  PA 
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33.155             120.000 

- 
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NOS            3,  575 

NOS            2.  500 

- 

' 

42,024 

216.216 

Idaho 

K.n.» 
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40 

- 

NOS                         15 

- 

" 
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" 
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3          400,000 
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Bb 

3,460 

10.799  IS 

-'45,971  P 

9,658  1 

41,439 

741 

7,548 

29,345  1          172.024 

- 

8.177  1         50.610  P 

.75  B         4,042 

NOS             1.626 

25  E           815 

1.200  P 

- 

58,906 

327.535 

Montana 

*            IB,  00(1 
Z          120,000 
J          200.000 

tJebr»ik» 
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66  T 
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2,050 

7  T 

708               13,000 

- 

NOS                1.330 

• 

340  T 

■ 
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16,792 

Nebraska                        g 

Nov»d» 

22  I 

200  P 

- 

- 

18,000  SI         90.000  P 

- 

233  1           2.074  T 

2,500 

18,255 

94.774 

N=w  M«ic. 

191  S 

5,000 

700  S 

19,000 

414  S 

3,500 

15,ZS6S         105.000 

692 S        23.000 

1.000 

- 

NOS                   45  E 

150 

275 

1,628  S 

25,000 
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New  Mexico                   ^ 

i     „.o.. 
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NOS                  3,500P 
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- 
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H 

* 
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NOS                       30  P 

- 
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1.500  P 
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8.130 

Oklahoma                        g 
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4,483  IL 
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1,500  P 

1,000 

10,000 

37,562  IL      375.000  K 

19,600  IL   196,000  K 

600  S         14.000  P 

■ 

- 

- 

- 

63,345 

626,000 

Oregon 

120,000 

South  Dakota 

431  LS 

1,500  P 

10,700  L 

63,000  K 

2,700  L          23,000  K 

3.151  L        13.000  T 

NOS                 300  P 

NOS                    25  T 

1.568  PT 

NOS 

500 

16,982 

102,893 

South  Dakota 

NOS 

400 

37,500 

450,000 

10  E 

200 

200                 6.000 

480 S           9,000  P 

,000       100.000 

. 

. 

300 

6,000 

75,000 

49.  190 

640.900 

Texas 

700.000 

Te»ft" 

460,000 

Ut»h 

1.507S 

5.000  PK 

- 

101,494  ISL    350.000  P 

NFG 

■ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

103,001 

355.000 

Utah 

4S0  000 

WBBhington 

6,800SIL 

28,000  PK 

4.500IL 

50.000  K 

7,600  I 

40.000  K 

9.500  IL      lOS.OOO  K 

17,000  IL  165,000  K 

NOS                     150 

56  S            5,000 

45.456 

393,150 

Washington 

J 

'       «M00 

Wyoming 

320  S 

Z.553  P 

11, BUS 

35.547  P 

3,210S 

lO.EOOP 

352  S 

1,785 

28,  862  S         100,457  P 

39, 315 S        92.779  T 

- 

33 S       1.601   P 

14  S              62  E 

1.208  TA 

- 

NOS 

700  P 

83,920 

246. 892 

Wyoming                       '     f 

'          BS.OOO 

AUbima 

3,534S 

34.600  K 

100 

5,347S 

33,000  K 

8,881 

67.700 

Alabama 

i 

Arkan.». 

NOS 

250 

4,600  SL 
541 

7,000  K 

90  E 

LEGEND; 

202  SL 

10,000 

4,802 

7.000 

Arkansas 

900 

D.l.w«rc 

- 

100 

800 

- 

WOODLAND         CARIBOU 

A              --  Airplane  census 
B               -  -  Bounty 

100 

800 

Delaware 

lOO.OOO 

Florida 

- 

- 

9.000SIL 

41,000  K 

200  S 

700 

The    on 

y    state    now    reporting    woodland    caribou 

C              —  Club 

E              --  Estimate:    the  baaic  figures  are  mostly  estimates. 

15,000  SIL 

33,000  K 

24,200 

74,700 

Florida 

55,000 

corgi. 

- 

5,000 

23,500 

25  E 

500 

is   Idaho    w 

th    a   total    or    25.    Further  comments    are 

given  and  it  might  otherwise  be  expected  that  total 

3,000 

20,000 

8,025 

44,000 

Georgia 

5,500 

nilnoi* 

- 

NOS 
1,598  SL 

5,500 
3,600  P 

' 

icludcd    in    the     1950    Inventory. 

INV         ..  Inventory  as  of  December  31.    1951 

K              --  Kill  figures  or  trends  used  to  estimate  population 

1,598 

3.600 

Indiana 

6.600 

1... 

- 

- 

- 

NOS 

6.553 

L              --  License  stub  or  card  returns 
NFG        •-  Nc  figures  given  by  state 

P              --  Partial  count 

- 

6,553 

Iowa 

M.OOO 

Kentucky 

- 

NOS 

4,500 

- 

20  E 

NOS 

600 

5,  120 

Kentucky 

7S.OD0 

Louiiiana 

6,500  I 

72.000 

40  E 

S               --  Checking  stations 

T              --Total  count                                                              , 

NFG 

4,920 

6,500 

76.960 

Louisiana 

120,000 

2Z 

M«lnt 

Maryland 

NOS 

z.soo 

1,206  S 

250,000 

2,000  S 

20  E 

300 

1,000 

43,730 
1,506 

272,500 
26.020 

Maine 

Maryland 

M....chu.Mt. 

- 

3,428  L 

16,572  K 

3.428 

16.572 

Massachusetts 

I 

740.000 

ts.ooo 

Michigan 
Ml>.i..ippi 

NOS 

NOS 

NOS 

250 

114,500  S 
73,120  L 

650,000  K 
650,000 

1,  100   S 
900  L 

7.500  K 
40   E 

XOTIC  SPECIES  OF  BIG-GAME 

EXPLANATION  OF  TABLE: 

The  figures  in  tlie  body  of  the  table  are  those  submitted  by  the 
various  states;   only  the  totals  for  states  and   species  shown  under 
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115,600 
74, 020 

858.260 
660.465 
61.040 

Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 

Z 

H 

European 

Fallo* 

Red 

•■ 

70,000 

Mi.iouri 

- 

5,500  SL 

60.000  K 

Wild  Boar 

Deer 

Deep 

the   heading   "Estimated  Big-Game    Totals"    have  been  changed,   a 

NOS 

2,400  T 

5,500 

62,400 

Missouri 

S 

75,000 

New  Hampihirt 

NOS 

50  E 

NOS 

25  E 

11,853  S 

60,000 

350  IB 

1,300 

change   that  consists  of  rounding  off  the  totals   to  the   next  higher 
hundreds  or  thousands  as    statistically  appropriate.     The   amounts 

- 

12,203 

61.375 

New  Hampshire 

4M00 

N.wj„..v 

-'4.  706  L 

40.000 

States 

KUl              Inv. 

Kill            Inv. 

Inv. 

- 

4.706 

40.000 

New  Jersey 

Cftlitornia 

850 

_ 

8Z.00D 
21,000 

New  York 

NOS 

200 

22,045  L 

350,000 

84  L 

3,000 

Kentucky 

4  8            125  E 

100  E 

thus   added   are   far  less    than  the   number  of  animals   lost   through 

22,129 

353.200 

New  York 

North  Carolina 

NOS 

6T 

7.500 

56.000 

800 

8.000 

Nebraska 

85  E 

natural  mortality;  hence,    the  totals  approximate  minimum  pre- 

400 

9,000 

8,700 

73.006 

North  Carolina 

Ohio 

2,  146  L 

18,000  PK 

NOS 

14  E 

New  Hampshire 

10  E              20  E 
45  E           500 

hunting  season  populations.    And  in  order  to  make  the  grand  total 

2,146 

18,014 

Ohio 

sso.ooo 

450 

NOS 

65  E 

72.534  L 

425,000  K 

429  L 

1,200  K 

more   realistic,    a   big-gamc  total  has   been  included  for  one  state 

8,962 

35,000 

81.925 

461,265 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode  l.Und 

NOS 

450  P 

Tenneaaee 

as            650 

which  omitted  inventory  figures. 

- 

450 

Rhode  Island 

' 

South  Carolina 

8.000 

40,000 

25  E 

200 

Texa 
exaa 

200 

This  year,  because  of  IncoTpleta  roJSHrts,   no  bleon  kill  has  been  shoim 

600 

10.000 

8,625 

50,200 

South  Carolina 

U,600 

TtDiiei.ee 

. 

274 

8,110 

21  LS 

450 

and  OTan  census  flBuras  ara  Incmqilete.     Gana  officials  ara  Incllnad 
to  overlook  the  bison,   no  lonpcr  hunted  ss  a  blg-ga.tie  •nl-ial.     For 

14  S 

5,000 

309 

13.560 

T  ennessee 

Totals 

63           2,200 

110. 000 

Vermont 

NOS 

10  E 

6.940 
7.S14S 

100,000  K 
50,000  K 

143 

4               210 

100 

of  American  Blaon  by  H,  H.  Collins.  Jr. 

7,090 

101. 310 

V 

67.000 

Virgin,* 

NOS 

200 

987  K 

2,148 

6,000  K 

57,  187 

Virginia 

J 

IJl.OOO 

We»t  Virginia 

3.500 

886  L 

7,000 

22.912 
129,663 

107,200 
703.502 

West  Virginia 
Wisconsin                    J 

Mo.  000 

•'■""'" 

NOS 

z 

21,971  S 
129.663  I 

700.000 

NFG 

f 

n-.umbig-gam^ 
•  before 

437 

n.85a 

55.562             2 

45.026 

637.617 

4.806.414 

20,234 

154,694 

407,154        2,386,696 

57.883          836.000 

57,387          235. gTS 

j>,e5i     101,000 

131            12,947 

33 S           11.247 

39                947 

5.771 

4,175 

45.522 

303,  120 

1,288.847 

9.114,675 

Sub-Tot.U 

'«2  t^t^ 

Kill 

Inv. 

Kill 

inv. 

Kill 

mv. 

Kill 

Inv. 

Kill                                        Inv. 

Kill                               i„v. 

Kill                            Inv. 

Kill                 Inv. 

KUl                         Inv. 

Kill                    Inv. 

Kill               Inv. 

Inv. 

Inv. 

Kill 

Inv. 

KiU 

Inv. 

__        "-WO. 

00 

MOOSE 

ELK 

WHITE-TAILED 

BLACK  BEAR 

MULE  DEER 

BLACK-TAILED 

PRONGHORN 

PECCARY 

MOUNTAIN 

ROCKY   MT. 

GRIZZLY 

BISON 

DESERT 

WILD  TURKEY 

10.4 

03.522 

Total 

DEER 

DEER 

ANTELOPE 

(JAVELINA) 

GOAT 

BIGHORN 

BEAR 

BIGHORN 

FOOTNOTES:      1/ 


2/    Plus   159  illegal 

2/    Includes  500  on  Isle  Royalc  Nat 

1'    Includes  about  11.000  in  Yellov 
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